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3.24 Summary of results of the three methodologies
In Table 8 the results of the different methodologies are collected.

Table 8: Upper and lower bound of estimated total data rates per programme
for UHD 2160p/50 format

UHD 2160p/50, HEVC CBR 2160p/50, HEVC statmux
lower bound 10.4 - 14.8 Mbit/s 9.25 - 12.0 Mbit/s
upper bound 22.5 Mbit/s 20.7% Mbit/s

(* with a statmux gain of 8% for two programmes in the multiplex)

10

(2) 4K HDR # i 7 & HEVC /R &5 4 2.

AR AP T B ch.26 HfSE b DVB-T 4 S it ¢ 4f
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¥ t HEVC R 455 13Mbps ehif Fpr > § 8 - e
FH R > ¥ HDR & P chii% > % o h HDR R 47 7 418
T fRBT > HEGET § Pt a g TR -

3 https://tech.ebu.ch/docs/techreports/tr036.pdf
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Stream It Or Skip It: ‘On Children’ On Netflix, A Taiwanese Anthology

Series Where Family Dysfunction Rules

By Joel Keller @joelkeller Aug 9, 2018 at 9:30am

Photo: Netflix

On Children

NETFLIX

GoWatchlt
PrivacyAd Choices

Being a kid in today’s society is hard. Being a parent is even harder. There’s
so much pressure to “live your best life” that parents load a ton of
expectations on their kids, and deem themselves failures if the kids don’t
do what’s expected. A new Taiwanese anthology series, On

Children, explores this with a little of science fiction mixed in. Will it be
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entertaining, or make you tense?

ON CHILDREN: STREAM IT OR SKIP IT?

Opening Shot: In dreamy flashback scenes, a woman named Chen Shu-Li
(Su-Yun Ko) flashes back to her wedding and finding out she’s going to
have a son. Meanwhile, she’s getting a divorce from her husband, but she

seems preoccupied by a small child figurine that’s in her water glass.

The Gist: On Children is a Taiwanese anthology series that takes family
dysfunction to a weird and often dark places. It explores the societal
pressures that are on children to succeed and find the “right” career, as
well as the pressures on the parents who are trying to mold their children

in their image. It's more or less Black Mirror meets the PTA.

Photo: Netflix

The episodes include stories like a kid who slips into a parallel dimension
after he brings home a box of kittens to care for; a mother who uses
experimental technology to explore the mind of her daughter, who just
committed suicide; a teen from modest means who attends an upper-
crust private school and makes a deal with a talking peacock; and a

mother who takes drastic action when her daughter’s slipping grades
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affects their family’s status in the community (we’re not sure what those

measures are, but the title, “ADHD Is Necessary,” gives us ideas).

The title of the first episode is “Mother’s Remote.” At first we see the
story from the perspective of Shu-Li, who cleans when she’s depressed
and otherwise has control issues. When she starts to lose her grip on her
teenage son Pei-Wei (Tzu-Chuan Liu), she finds a company that makes a

remote control that lets her rewind his life so that he can get things right.

Photo: Netflix

But, like Groundhog Day, Pei-Wei soon becomes aware that he’s living the
same day over and over. But he can’t do anything about it. So, when she
notices he has forged his report card, she sends him back to do the right
thing. After he fails to do that, she pulls him out of his regular school and
makes him go to “cram school,” repeating the first day of class ten times
before he can move on. Every time she pulls out the remote, he begs his

mother to let him live his life.

During one of his breaks from cram school, he spies some interesting
drawings on a library desk. He ends up meeting the girl who drew them:

Cheng Fang-Lan (Hsin-Yu Ling), a free spirit with artist parents, who
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encourages Pei-Wei to embrace his artistic side, despite the fact that his

mother drills English and math into him.

After Shu-Li meets Lan, she forbids him from seeing her, which he objects
to. So she whips out the remote and wipes out the relationship, making

Pei-Wei despondent. But his mother won’t even let him die.

Our Take: On Children, like any show of this nature, requires some buy-in
on the part of the viewer. For the most part, the “Mother’s Remote” story
is a traditional story about an overprotective and overbearing single
mother and the child that suffers because of that level of control. The
fanciful/sci fi aspect of the episode is light. Shu-Li sees an ad about how to
get her kid to listen while she smokes in a bus shelter, and then she gets

out the remote. But there really aren’t any special effects, and it proceeds

as if this power is possible in real life.

Photo: Netflix

That grounding helps “Mother’s Remote”, and also shows that a)
teenagers in Taiwan are just like teenagers anywhere else, and b) they’re

under enormous pressure to achieve.

Each episode is over 90 minutes long — shown in multiple parts in Taiwan
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— so they all play like full-length theatrical films. It should give the
producers some elbow room to explore story beats. But in “Mother’s
Remote,” the part that kept us intrigued the most, Pei-Wei’s relationship
with Lan, wasn’t given enough time. There was too much about how
controlling Shu-Li is, with more than one example of how she makes her
son’s life a waking nightmare. The sweet relationship between the
repressed Pei-Wei and the free spirit Lan, meanwhile, was developed in
only a couple of scenes. A longer examination of that would have made

the scene where Shu-Li takes it away all the more powerful.

The episode does take an interesting turn in its last 20 minutes, when we

see Pei-Wei as a miserable adult (Figaro Tseng), but the payoff is

predictable as well as overwrought.

Photo: Netflix

Sex and Skin: Nothing.

Parting Shot: Pei-Wei is shown crying for a lengthy period of time, at least

a minute. You'll have to watch to figure out why.
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Sleeper Star: We liked Hsin-Yu Ling as Lan. She’s a Taiwanese version of

the Manic Pixie Dream Girl.

Most Pilot-y Line: Pei-Wei: “This isn’t your remote. IT’S MINE!”

Our Call: Stream It. The first episode of On Children is well-acted and shot,
and the story was intriguing despite its flaws. Of the remaining four

episodes, we figure at least a couple of them will be worth your time.

Joel Keller (@joelkeller) writes about food, entertainment, parenting and
tech, but he doesn’t kid himself: he’s a TV junkie. His writing has appeared
in the New York Times, Slate, Salon, VanityFair.com, Playboy.com, Fast

Company’s Co.Create and elsewhere.
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