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South Korea's Televised “Family Reunion”

An Interactive Media Event: South
Korea’s Televised “Family Reunion”

H

by Suk-ho Jun and Daniel Dayan

An examination of the ritual features of a
453-hour live television campaign in 1983
shows how spontaneous audience activity not
only initiated and sustained o media event but
1Y S also sparked o collective national response.

consequence: imated 10 million Korean families were broken up 5 = o A )
O hair members dispersed. After the Korean War ended in 1953, the i (S the begianing of the television age, we have witnessed such
o t and a number of social organizations began family reunion 1 ‘media events” as mnu_gumuum, moon landings, national llmelr;\ls,
e th B e broacdoasts. But theso cam- coranations. the Olympics, Watcrgate, and the McCasthy hearings.
el e ey W Jli hese cvenis have provoked substantial seholarly discussion, including
The first campaign, called “Seeking the Purcnts of War-Orphans,” | the by-now classic sru_nhes of Boarstin (2} und Lang and Lang(lg) and r_l\e
was conducted by the national newspaper Han-Kuk Ilbo from 1961 to mmv_l‘ﬂflem gf"nulam_ms of lfim and Dayan (3, 4, 6,7, 8, 9), in _w!..,.-}:
1967 and reunited about 350 lost families (11). The campaign was zec‘r‘:':;ﬂ;“;e':;v""h are understood as part of red”" or “priestly’
stmded sl TG it Sher bt L nisd s T | Dot el witing hss contibutd to media vents’ neg
Broadcasting System (KBS), which had first aired a regular family. tive connotation. Our view is morc E()smve, taking into account differ-
reunion program, “Afternoon Crossroad,” on radio in October of 1973. ences among media events stemming both from the nature of the
Tacause the finst meeting between South Korea and North Korea in 1972 historical context and the extent of audience involvement. Thus, the
had failed, the main purpose of the radio progam was to help in the audience might move in certain cases from its fulc as spectator t0 a new
ion of those dispersed families assumed to be living in South |l and \m.(expeclsd‘mlft}mt gﬁ being the f\-cnl s main nct“)r Such is the
Korea, The program continued until 1983 and, although only 342 case with the “Family Reunion Program’” that took place in South Korea
families were reunited over the decade, it provided the main impetus in June of 1983 and was widely reported by Korean and foreign media.
behind the television campaign. In this atticle we analyze the determinants and consequences {or
In June of 1983, KBS was preparing its annual series of special possible fimctions) of this extraordinary event, We also explore existing
programs commemorating the anniversacy of the Korean War. On one of definitions of media events by corparing how the medium and audience
these programs, a talk show titled “We Are Still Separated,” several war milar to and different from those examined previously.
survivors were interviewed about their experience and suffering at B

in this event are

2 doctoral candidate and Danicl Dayan is Adjunct Prafessor, both at the
.

having lost members of their families during the war. During the live Annenberg School of aications, University of Southorn California. The project
broadcast, one middle-aged male participant suddenly burst out crying feported in this aticle henofite from a grant by the Markle Foundation. The authors wish
| ek Klihu Ktz and Sandra Bull-Rokeach for help in the preparation of this aticle wod

Carolyn Spicer for editorin} assistance,
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A REIZEEE RIS o (E R AR CPERYEIR > —ERZRZIHRE S -

What's Happening in D.M.Z Now?

The Only Divided Nations in the World Today!
Will there ever be the peace on the Korean Peninsula & the World?
Learn & Experience the History of Korean War and Afterwards in Depth!

LEENEREERRR © Tragic Korean War broke out & Armistice took place
RECERRLIH « Military threats near the board line of Korean Peninsula
* Propaganda
* Sending spies to South
* 4 secret tunnels have been dug and found that North Korea
attempted to infiltrate the South. The 3rd Infiltration Tunnel is g
the longest and the closest tunnel under the DMZ Korean War(@E#=)

7 st H On 25th June, 1950North Korean forces moved south in force. Using Soviel equipment and
Until 2017 * 6 Nuclear / 117 Missile Tests Undergone with huge reserves of manpower, their surprise attack was a crushing success. Within days
POyl « Historic 2018 Inter-Korean Summit to possibly bring peace to 1 South Korcan forces were in full retreat. Seoul was captured by the North Koreans in early

i July. The Korean War was {rom 25th June,1950~27th July,1953.

Camp Bonifas(¥ v > 7HR=Z/X)

The U.N. Command forces have jurisdiction over the
Panmunjeom that is the only place controlled by them in South
Korea. The forces stay in the Camp Bonifas named in honor of
the late captain Auther G.Bonifas who was killed in ‘the axe
murder incident” in Panmunjeom area on 185 August 1976.

Panmunjom

Join the JSA tour for an unforgettable experience close to the nearest
board line of North Korea, before this most iconic Conference Room Freedom House(HHOR)
disappeares in history.
This tour allows you to enter the JSA zone to feel one of the most ex- : Thiehney; Freedo Houae was Sorsimicled od IR Iy 1998, 16
: N Y A ies for South-North Korean contacts, mectings
traordinary moment of your life and as well as the tension with North i d houses the Liaison Office with North and
Korea, At the same time, you can also live the moment of rapid changes S en the original Freedom House was built in
in this zone from hlghly tensed confrontation to the harmony SS. ALplL\uxumu from the South used it to make
and peace. i

Bridge of No Return(j#5¥518)

Bridge of ‘No Return’ is astride the Military Demarcation

Line. After the 1953’s Armistice, on this bridge there was an

exchange of prisoners of war. The name of this particular bridge

was derived from the fact that the prisoners of war voluntarily

in favor of choosing North Korea, since the event of POW exchange following the armistice
became in effect , were unable to return to South Kore
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COPEAM PHILOSOPHY

23 years of activity
In the Mediterranean area

favouring dialogue, mutual
knowledge, intercultural exchanges
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Welcome!
KBS Visual Radio Studio
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